
He joined the Supreme Court 
in 2008 after a distinguished 
career as solicitor-general, 
with the Legal Services Com-
mission and Edmund Barton 
Chambers.
He served as Chief Justice 

Doyle’s associate member on 
the State Courts Administra-
tion Council.
The Chief Justice told Neos 

Kosmos that it was his deci-
sion to take hard cases - many 
with little chance of winning 
- and ones of a social justice 
nature that exposed him to 
the judges and built a solid 
reputation for himself in his 
legal career. 
“I have had from early on 

what people would call these 
days a social justice perspec-
tive and that became known 
amongst lawyers in the pro-
fession,” he says.
“They played a large part in 

developing my legal skills, 
stretching me and improving 
me as a lawyer; but they were 
also cases that put me in the 
view of judges so you build 
a reputation which leads to 
your advancement in the long 
term.”

But it was his migrant up-
bringing in the rural South 
Australian town of Port Lin-
coln that also added to his 
work ethic and gave him a 
well-rounded positive atti-
tude to enable him to take 
on this role. 
Chief Justice Kourakis’ par-

ents migrated to the rural 
town from Ikaria, Greece, and 
owned a pig farm but also 
worked in fish factories and 
abattoirs to assist in bring-
ing up a family of ten chil-
dren. He says hard work was 
something that was instilled 
in him from a very early age 

and remembers weekends 
and school holidays as a time 
of feeding chickens, tending 
to the animals and working 
on the farm. He says his mi-
grant upbringing - and being 
from a rural town - has ena-
bled him to become a better 
legal professional.
“I see my youth growing 

up in Port Lincoln as one of 
the big advantages I have,” 
explains Chief Justice Kou-
rakis.
Born and bred in Port Lin-

coln, Chief Justice Kourakis 
was educated at Port Lincoln 
High School and credits his 
teachers at the time as expos-
ing him to different ideas, 
views and issues. 
He believes growing up in 

the country also influences 
the person you become and 
adds that “country people are 
really practical self-reliant 
people”. But it was his Greek 
background that gave him the 
tools to become a successful 
lawyer and a good judge. 
“I consider coming from a 

diverse cultural background 
to be a big advantage because 
it opens your eyes to the dif-
ferences in people; you be-

come a bit of a sociologist 
and understanding people is 
really an important part of 
being a good lawyer and a 
good judge.”
Chief Justice Kourakis plans 

on bringing this sense of so-
cial justice and hard work 
ethic to his newly appointed 
role, but adds that as a judge 
he has to be “clinical when 
applying the law”.
“Our job is to administer the 

law and I think there’s a com-
mon misconception that we 
decide cases more or less off 
the top of our head and ac-
cording to our personal sense 
of fairness,” he says.
He adds that as a legal prac-

titioner there is limited room 
for discretion and it’s impor-
tant that the law is “predicta-
ble, consistent and coherent” 
but as a judge, he says there 
is some freedom of decision 
making. 
“In those areas where rea-

sonable people might differ 
about the result, then there’s 
room for you to try and fash-
ion your judgement in a way 
to further social purpose and 
remedy unfairness and injus-
tice where it exists.”

“Yes, there will be howls of 
protest over the licensing 
reforms, but we cannot hold 
the public hostage to keep-
ing up the value of licenses 
at half a million,” Professor 
Fels told the ABC. 
Victoria is the first state to 

formally dispute the review 
and the Victorian Taxi Asso-
ciation is leading the talks. 
The Association is arguing 

that de-regulating licences 
will only increase cab fares 
and hurt the customer’s 
pocket. 
“Where deregulation of taxi 

licences has occurred, taxi 
fares have increased and 
Service standards have not 
improved. In many places 
they have deteriorated,” the 
Association said.
Similar laws enacted in 

New Zealand found cab fares 
increased and had no effect 
on standards.
Greek taxi owner and driv-

er, George Katsimalis, knows 
full well that this reform will 
destroy future income and 
retirement for many who 
have invested. 
Encountering Professor Fels 

in his cab, Mr Katsimalis was 
first to bring up the topic of 
licencing. 
When Mr Katsimalis posed 

the question if he could 
buy Fels’ Prahan house for 
$500,000, Professor Fels was 
shocked and said his house 
was worth much more than 
that.
Katsimalis mentioned “So is 

my licence but you want it to 
be worth next to nothing”.
Many protests and meetings 

have taken place in Victoria 
to try and get the message 
across to parliamentarians as 
they discuss the reforms. 
At a meeting for Taxi Indus-

try Stakeholders in Victoria, 
attended by over 1500 own-
ers and drivers, there was an 
air of despair.
One mother of three told 

the crowd that she had only 
just bought a $475,000 taxi 
licence six months ago. Now 
she stands to loose every-
thing if licences are deval-
ued. 
All agree that reform is nec-

essary and a good thing for 
the taxi industry, but many 
owners don’t see licences 
as a place to start such re-
forms. 
Minister for Transport, Ter-

ry Mulder believes that re-
forms are desperately needed 
for an industry he thinks has 

been neglected. 
In his speech to parliament 

introducing the Taxi Servic-
es Reform and Other Matters 
Bill in 2011, he stressed pub-
lic dissatisfaction.
“The problems driving cus-

tomer dissatisfaction are 
clear: the long queues for a 
taxi in the Melbourne CBD 
and other entertainment dis-
tricts on a Friday or Satur-
day night, drivers who do not 
know where to go, taxis that 
do not turn up, drivers who 
will not accept a short fare, 
violent incidents and unsafe 
behaviour,” he said.
Away from the local dissat-

isfaction, Minister Mulder 
rightly identified the bad 
impression visitors are met 
with at the airport.
“Victorians are embarrassed 

when a dirty taxi or a poor-
ly trained driver gives in-
ternational visitors an unfa-
vourable first impression of 
Melbourne,” he said in Par-
liament. 
Customer satisfaction must 

go up, and many believe that 
can only be accomplished 
with better drivers and clean-
er cabs. 
Mr Andriannakis knows 

that many fear catching a 
cab late at night and dread 
being knocked back for a 
short fare.
“We need safer cars on the 

road and better trained driv-
ers. A better trained driver 
won’t knock back a fair. The 
new drivers seem to select 
their fairs,” he said.
The $5 billion a year indus-

try hasn’t seen big reform 
since the Kennett years. The 
industry processes 200 mil-
lion trips a year.
Owners or drivers are en-

couraged to attend the Taxi 
Industry Stakeholders In-
dustry meeting this Satur-
day 7 July at 1.00pm at Dal-
las Brooks Hall at 300 Albert 
Street East Melbourne
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Human toll of 
proposed taxi 
policy

George Katsimalis encountered Pro-
fessor Fels in his cab.
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Chief Justice Chris Kourakis.

SA gets first Greek Australian Chief Justice

Carbon Tax has come into af-
fect on Sunday, making house-
hold prices rise to $9.90 a 
week. 
However, most households 

will be better off with the tax, 
being compensated $10.10 a 
week.
The $23 per tonne price on 

carbon emissions has directly 
impacted 500 high polluters 
and is set to cut emissions by 

159 million tonnes.
Treasurer Wayne Swan said 

the average cost rise would 
be 0.7 per cent, with many 
households receiving finan-
cial assistance to cover the 
increase.
Those better off from 1 July 

will be the lowest paid work-
ers, who will get a pay rise of 
$17.10 a week and pensioners 
who will get an extra $338 a 
year. 
Families that receive Family 

Tax Benefit A will get a $110 
a child extra and some of the 
increases have been paid up 
front. 
The new tax free threshold 

will be bumped up to $18,200 
meaning people will receive 
more on their tax return. 
On Monday Opposition Lead-

er Tony Abbott declared that if 
his party is elected, the Carbon 
Tax will be dismantled. 
“On day one of the new par-

liament, the carbon tax re-
peal legislation will be intro-
duced,” he told reporters in 
Melbourne.
Visiting a supermarket on 

Monday, Mr Swan hit back 
at Mr Abbots tactics, show-
ing only a 20c increase in the 
price of 11 items he bought 
on the Friday. 
“Yes (the carbon tax), will 

have a modest impact on pric-
es overall, but all of the scare 
mongering from Mr Abbott 
and the Liberals is disproved 
here by the items we’re look-
ing at,” he told reporters. 
To fight anger against ris-

ing prices, Prime Minister Ju-
lia Gillard has convinced 19 
utility companies to enclose 
a flyer explaining the role of 
the carbon tax in household 
power bills. 
Most of the bills mailed out 

for the rest of the year will 
include a double-sided sheet, 
costing tax payers $130,000.
Climate Change Minister 

Greg Combet said the “gov-
ernment is determined to en-
sure households get the facts 
about electricity prices instead 
of the myths they have been 
fed by the opposition over the 
last 16 months”. 
Support for the carbon tax 

is at all new lows. The latest 
Fairfax/Neilson poll shows op-
position to the tax has risen 
three points to 62 per cent, 
while support is down four 
points in a month.
For most consumers, the 

price hike of the carbon tax 
won’t be felt. The average price 
of milk is set to go up only by 
3 cents, bread only 2 cents and 
meat around 9 cents.

8 million households 
to get assistance 
on Carbon Tax
HELEN VELISSARIS

New financial year sees low to 
middle income earners better off.


