
ON THE BRINK: Colac’s Active Taxi owner 
Michael Harrison says he would lose $1.5 
million and Colac would be without cabs 
under a proposal to dramatically cut the 
value of his eight taxi licenses. 
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WATER SUPPLY SPECIALISTS
74 Dennis Street, Colac — Phone: 5231 1861 or 1300 477 443
Email: wss@watersupplycolac.com.au
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 the strongest tank
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 selection of
 colours

FREE 200 piece 3 tray toolbox 
when you buy 22,500 ltr water tank
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bring the indoors out
entertain, protection & relax all year round

We use only the best 
quality materials

McMAHONS (COLAC) PTY LTD 266 Murray St, Colac 5231 4847

Reforms could mean 
end of road for taxis
by Alex White

Colac’s sole taxi opera-
tor says the city’s cabs 
would vanish under a 
proposal to slash the 
value of licences. 

Active Taxis owner Mi-
chael Harrison said recom-
mendations from an inquiry 
into Victoria’s besieged taxi 
industry would send him 
bankrupt and leave Colac 
without cabs. 

Professor Allan Fels 
chaired the independent 
inquiry and this month 
released a draft report with 

145 recommendations in-
cluding a proposal to dra-
matically cut taxi licence 
values.

Prof Fels said the licence 
cuts would encourage more 
people to enter the industry 
and increase the amount of 
taxis on the road. 

The report proposes 
cutting city licence costs 
from more than $470,000 
to $20,000. 

Mr Harrison’s income is 
tied up in his eight licenc-
es, worth up to $200,000  
each.

He said the proposal 

would reduce their value 
to $6000 each, crippling his 
business. 

“It would devastate it 
– it would have no value,” 
he said. 

“The worst-case scenario 
is no cabs and it’s extremely 
realistic,” the 63-year-old 
said. 

“I’m hoping and praying 
some sense comes into it – 
I can’t see many country 
towns having a 24-seven 
taxi service.”

Mr Harrison, who suf-
fered a heart attack in 
March, said he and his wife 

Kaye stood to lose about 
$1.5 million and their busi-
ness of 25 years. 

“We paid it  off  and 
built it up because this is 
my retirement fund, this 
is my superannuation,”  
he said. 

“It’s my whole life’s work 
– we put everything into 
developing this.

“The best case I can see 
is that myself and my son 
would be driving a car and 
the rest wouldn’t be on the 
road.

“Since I’ve had a heart 
attack recently with all 

this stress, I don’t like my 
chances of working too 
many hours a day.”

Mr Harrison said he 
agreed with some of Prof 
Fels recommendations but 
he said encouraging more 
people into the taxi in-
dustry would lead to an 
oversupply. 

“Then people will make 
even less, then they drop 
out and end up with noth-
ing,” he said. 

Mr Harrison said his 
business’ demise would 
have a “big impact” on 
Colac.

“We’ve got a huge elderly 
population and we’ve got a 
fairly large physically and 
mentally challenged popu-
lation that we have to look 
after, they rely on cabs,” Mr 
Harrison said. 

“I hate to think what 
i t  would be  l ike ,  yes 
we’ve got a bus service 
but that’s very limited 
particularly at night and  
weekends.”

The public has four 
more weeks to respond 
to the report before it 
is handed to the State  
Government.

120628NH063A


