
Dumped rubbish at charity bins in Roxburgh Park picked
up by SCRgroup’s security cameras.

A leading Australian charity is being forced to install security cameras as mounds of
illegally dumped rubbish continue to mount across Whittlesea.

And the second-hand clothing collection company is calling on the council to help foot its enormous
bills.

It comes after SCRgroup started to remove donation bins last week due to expensive costs involved in
clearing dumped rubbish.

Dumped rubbish at SCRgroup charity bins in Lyndarum
Dr, Epping.
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Rubbish dumping at donation bins throughout the state’s lockdown period has
become such a problem in Whittlesea that one charity is installing security
cameras to catch culprits. But it says the council should be doing more to stop it.
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SCRgroup installs security cameras to curb
rubbish dumping, calling for the council to
chip in
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SCRgroup have now fenced off the Epping charity bins.

The organisation’s waste cost increased by $50,000 in March alone after Victorian lockdown
restrictions were enforced.

Leader also reported piles of hard waste had been left on vacant blocks and nature strips as the
coronavirus pandemic forced the closure of tips across Whittlesea, Nillumbik and Banyule.

Reports of dumped rubbish across Whittlesea have increased by 45 per cent compared to the same
time last year.

But even with the Wollert tip and recycling centre in Plenty scheduled to reopen on May 1, SCRgroup
chief executive Enzo Bruscella said residents had become accustomed to “dumping wherever”.

“We are not a free hard waste service, we don’t want their waste, we don’t accept or ask for it and it’s an
unwelcomed cost to our business,” he said.

“We would like City of Whittlesea to take responsibility and have a more active approach to illegal
dumping on any public space, albeit council-owned land or privately owned land like shopping centre
carparks.”

Mr Bruscella tsaidit cost his company $2548, plus a $160 installation fee, to maintain a single security
camera.

Two cameras have been installed at two sites in the municipality.

“We have approximately 22 sites in the City of Whittlesea, and if we were to place cameras at all sites, it
would cost approximately $59,576 each year to run,” Mr Bruscella said.

“We want the council to help monitor, prosecute and clean illegal dumping at our clothing bins.”

Whittlesea Council acting chief executive Joe Carbone said the council was working with SCRgroup “to
find and promote solutions”.

“This includes calling on residents to stop this behaviour, and if they see it to encourage them to dob in
a dumper so we can impose fines and prosecutions against people contributing to this unsightly, unsafe
problem and hopefully deter others from doing so,” he said.

“Information from surveillance cameras will be used, and additional deterrent signage installed, as
preventive measures to stop people dumping their rubbish.

“We will also increase our patrols and response to illegally dumped rubbish at known hot spots.”

MORE NEWS

Collection and disposal of litter and dumped rubbish cost the council $2.5 million last financial year.

Culprits face fines of between $330 and $1600.

People can dob in a dumper online, by phoning 9217 2170 or emailing
wasterecycling.whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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