
Brisbane Legal BNP Media Business News Australia Queensland Business News

Search...

SPRINGBOARD TO REVEAL NATIONAL BUSINESS 
HEAVYWEIGHTS

Written on the 29 September 2016 by Paris 
Faint 

POWERHOUSE Australian companies iVvy, 
Mentorloop and Canva all share a common thread.

During their respective growth phrases, these 
companies joined a host of other successful women-
led ventures through the Springboard Australia 
Business Accelerator, a program which is once again 
hot on the search for its next big disruptor.

With nominations open today for the 10 coveted 
spots in the 2016 program, coordinator Topaz 
Conway (pictured) expects a new batch of national 
heavyweights will soon be revealed.

"We're trying to identify the next 10 superstars 
within Australia, while also showing women entrepreneurs what they can really do," says Conway.

"We want them to redefine the concept of 'big' - to know what a successful global company looks like, 
and to not be afraid of success, money and asking for what they need."

CEOs who are successful in earning a spot will start off by spending 3 days with industry professionals 
examining the core of their business model.

In the following weeks, a coaching team will be established around the business to provide help across 
all areas including domain expertise, market sector knowledge, legal advice and accounts assistance.

According to Conway, the ultimate goal of the program is to help women feel completely comfortable 
talking about money, their business case and why they are investable.

She says the circumstances for women in business and entrepreneurship has vastly improved since the 
inaugural business accelerator program in 2013.

"We had our very first accelerator launch in 2013, however at the time nobody really thought there 
were any women entrepreneurs out there," says Conway.

"However, it's been a growing market - the grapevine has been wonderful in that there's been some 
amazing companies that have gone through this program and achieved great things."

Since 2013, alumni of the program have collectively raised more than $120 million.

Alumni business highlights also include an IPO, a backdoor listing and a recent single-round capital 
raise of $12 million.

With regards to Australian entrepreneurship on the whole, Conway believes the future is bright for 
those who can successfully manage a phase of growth.

"It's getting much easier to be an entrepreneur in Australia, there is more seed capital and 
more angel capital out there," she says.

"Where it gets difficult is in the growth capital phase, for women and men both, because we haven't 
quite reached the point in this country where there is a sufficient amount of readily available capital to 
truly globalise a company."

She believes Springboard fits squarely into that piece of the puzzle.

Read more from entrepreneurs:

• Rosie the Robot helps fintech start-up Flamingo to a $24m IPO
• Startup proving it's the thought that counts
• The drinking app that killed 'The White Ninja'
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LATEST NEWS

HUB AUSTRALIA BOOSTS MELBOURNE'S CO-
WORKING SCENE
HUB Australia has launched the largest co-
working space in Victoria, after tripling its 
footprint in Melbourne. ...

ASX COMPANY GOES BRAINCHIP OR BUST ON 
VEGAS TABLES
BRAINCHIP Holdings (ASX: BRN) has upped 
the ante on casino security, launching its latest 
technology to combat che...

LOW INTEREST RATES PUSH SYDNEY OFFICE 
YIELDS TO PRE-GFC LOWS
OFFICE yields have dropped to a pre-GFC low 
in the Syndey CBD and could fall further new 
CBRE research shows. ...

QANTAS FREQUENT FLYERS SCORE WITH 
AIRBNB DEAL
QANTAS has teamed up with Airbnb to reward 
Qantas Frequent Flyer members with points 
when they book host stays thr...

RELATED NEWS

CONSUMERS MAINTAIN CONFIDENCE DESPITE 
SHOCKS
CONSUMER sentiment in Australia has held 
strong despite shocks that typically dent the 
appetite for spending, such as...

TOURISTS CASHED UP AND HEADING FOR 
AUSTRALIA
INTERNATIONAL tourists flocked to Australia 
in FY16 with the tourism industry growing 
three times faster than the ...

HOTCOPPER FLOAT SLAMMED AS 'CRAZY'
CUDECO founder Wayne McCrae (pictured) 
has ripped into share market discussion board 
HotCopper ahead of its IPO, s...

FROM THE TANK: GOOD OLD-FASHIONED 
BUSINESS STILL RELEVANT
BEING involved with Shark Tank and my 
friendship with startup guru Steve Baxter has 
inspired me to seriously engage w...
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