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24 portable homes like this one are operating across Hume. Pictures: supplied
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Kids Under Cover chief executive Jo Swift with CIAV chief executive Rob Lucas.

Source: Supplied

BACKYARD studios have helped prevent youth homelessness across Hume.

For more than 20 years, Kids Under Cover (http://www.kuc.org.au/) has offered a studio program for

young people aged 12-25 as an early intervention and prevention initiative.

Now, thanks to the Caravan Industry Association of Victoria (http://www.ciavic.com.au/) (CIAV), the

goal to provide young people with a safe haven has been made more achievable, with the organisation

raising money to build extra relocatable studios.  (http://gomakesomememories.com.au/)

The one and two-bedroom studios, costing $55,000 each, are located in the backyards of young

people’s parents or carers, keeping them close but still independent from their families.

Almost 40 young people in Hume have been housed in studios since the program’s inception, with 24

portable homes currently operating across the municipality.

HOW EFFECTIVE IS THIS PROGRAM IN PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS: TELL US BELOW.

Kids Under Cover chief executive Jo Swift said homelessness often arose from overcrowding or conflict

at home.

“The ultimate outcome is that a young person moves on successfully to independent living (and

develops) all the skills and knowledge they need to go out there into a share house or partner with

somebody,” she said.

According to the 2011 Census, the number of young homeless people skyrocketed by 17 per cent, with

nearly half of the 105,000 homeless people under the age of 25.

“I don’t think we can sit by quietly and just accept those numbers to be okay because they’re not,” Ms

Swift said.

http://www.kuc.org.au/
http://www.ciavic.com.au/
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“We’re constantly looking for new and innovative ways (to) be able to plug the gaps that government

simply can’t.”

Kids Under Cover revealed 82 per cent of young people admit they would have been homeless without

the studio program.

Ms Swift said the CIAV was a “poster child” of what could be done through peak bodies.

“More often than not, the families that come to us are at the end of their tolerance level,” she said.

“They’re so desperately looking for a lifeline that might mean a change to their circumstances, and quite

often, we’re it.”

CIAV chief executive Rob Lucas said a once-off caravan, United Haven, would be raffled off in the hope

of raising more than $100,000 to support Kids Under Cover.

“There’s no better way than seeing a unit in a backyard that’s being used for a young person that may

well be leaving home,” Mr Lucas said.

The raffle will be drawn on October 5 at Melbourne Leisurefest  (http://www.melbourneleisurefest.com.au/)

, Sandown Racecourse.

Details: 1800 801 633.
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Top Stories

Palmer sorry for Chinese ‘insult’

MORE than a week after he publicly labelled the Chinese “mongrels”, Clive Palmer has finally sent a

letter of apology to the nation‘s ambassador.

Bombers snub AFL ‘soft bans’ deal

ESSENDON’S board rejected a quick fix to footy’s drug crisis by which players would serve bans in the

off-season and not miss any matches.
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