
Path for a pretty place
A SHARED pathway recently 
opened in the small tourist 
orientated town of Eldorado 
is a boon for locals and visi-
tors alike.

In the past, visitors and 
locals were forced to walked 
on the road edge in the town-
ship’s main street.

But the shared pathway 
now doubles as a connection 
between tourist attractions 
and a footpath in the town, 
which is located about 23 

kilometres from Wangaratta.
The town’s name was de-

rived from an early drover 
- Captain William Fury Bak-
er – who named his Reedy 
Creek property “El Dorado”.

The path covers 2.5 kilo-
metres from the historic 
dredge to the museum oper-
ated by the community.

The museum’s collection 
covers the history of the 
town including, mining and 
farming. 

In 2010, Wangaratta coun-
cil ran a community consul-

tation process at Eldorado 
which resulted in the sugges-
tion of the pathway.

There were about 20 ideas 
put forward from the com-
munity, but eventually the 
pathway got top priority.

Eldorado Business Group 
president Don Stewart had 
discussions with the council.

Mr Stewart, a graphic 
designer, did a presentation 
with the selling point being 
the benefit to tourism and 
the community.

Funding was provided 

through tourism grants with 
suppert from the member for 
Ovens Valley Tim McCurdy.

A total of $220,000 was 
spent on the pathway and 
another $200,000 on upgrad-
ing the town’s Gunhouse 
Park.

There was a solid mud 
brick building in the park 
which was renovated with a 
disability toilet and showers 
installed.

The pathway joins other 
walking tracks eminating in 
and around the township.

Mr Stewart said the area 
is being promoted at the El-
dorado and Woolshed Valley 
region.

In the past 10 years, the 
number of day trippers has 
increased significant.

One of the main attrac-
tions is walking trails and 
another mountain biking.

There are eight businesses 
in the town which has about 
200 residents.

“Eldorado has turned the 
corner. It is a pretty little 
place now,” Mr Stewart said.
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A PATH FORWARD: Eldorado Tourism Group president Don Stewart on the new pathway from the museum to the dredge. Picture: PETER MERKESTEYN

A VIRTUAL college has 
been formed by the 
Caravan Industry Australia 
Victoria and Wodonga TAFE 
to strengthen the future of 
the caravan industry.
CIA Vic chief Rob Lucas said 
students learn in workplac-
es rather than at TAFE.
Wodonga TAFE is offering a 
Certificate III in Recreational 
Vehicle Manufacture, Recre-
ational Vehicle Accessories 
Retailing and Vehicle 
Service and Repair. 
“The partnership will 
upskill existing workers 
and provide pathways for 
new people coming into the 
industry,” Mr Lucas said. 

CARAVAN 
INDUSTRY 
SET TO BOOM

JULY’S cold snap is set to 
keep delivering snow, much 
to the job of the North 
East’s alpine region.
Anthony O’Shea from Falls 
Creek Ski Lifts said snow 
was predicted to develop 
from Wednesday down to 
as low as 1400 metres.
Mr O’Shea said this would 
continue into the weekend 
at even lower levels.
“After 70 centimetres of 
fresh snow in the storm 
last week, the mountain is 
skiing and snowboarding 
beautifully,” he said.
“There were happy faces 
everywhere with all the fine 
weather on the weekend.”

SKI BUNNY 
WEATHER 
CONTINUES
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YOUR LEADING 
BUILDING SUPPLIER!

YOUR LEADING 
BUILDING SUPPLIER!

521 WAGGA RD LAVINGTON
PH: (02) 6025 4466

15% OFF ALL TREATED PINE 
F5 & F7 GRADE

10% OFF ALL TASMANIAN OAK 
F17 FRAMING

LINING PLYWOOD 2440X1220X6mm
WAS $18.50 NOW $12.95 
20% OFF KARRI SLABS

300X38mm AND 300X50mm

Uptons prides itself on fi nding 
what a customer requires 

to get the job done on time and on budget.
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