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On-the-spot fines for drink-drivers ‘safety risk’

Changes to the way low-range drink drivers are penalised in NSW will have an 
“enormously detrimental” effect on the safety of road users and put more drunk 
drivers behind the wheel, a senior lawyer has warned. 

John Sutton, managing partner at Armstrong Legal, said a move to fine drivers 
on the spot, rather than send them to court, risks turning NSW into Victoria, 
where recent figures showed there was a 29 per cent rate of reoffending. NSW, 
meanwhile, had an 8.1 per cent recidivism rate in 2015-16.

“For every 10 people convicted in Victoria, three of them will reoffend. For 
every 10 people who offend in NSW, one will reoffend. Objectively, the 
process of going to court — whether or not a person is convicted — has the 
effect of persuading someone that their conduct is unacceptable by community 
standards,” Mr Sutton said. “The NSW government released this as part of its 
road safety package. How on earth does it make sense to announce a system 
that will produce more offenders on the roads as part of a road safety package? 
It goes completely against the whole premise.”

Although the proposed changes have not been finalised, it is understood first-
time offenders caught with blood-alcohol levels under 0.1 will not face a 
magistrate. A spokesman for Transport for NSW said more than half of first 
offenders who faced court were given a non-conviction “Section 10” order.

“Licence loss is a proven strategy to address drink-driving and we need to 
ensure it is consistently and swiftly applied — that’s why we’re implementing 
these changes so that all low-range offenders will lose their licence on the 
spot,” he said.

Drink-driving offences comprised just 1.9 per cent of all charges before NSW 
local courts in 2016-17, a statistic Mr Sutton said demonstrated the state 
government appeared to be revenue-raising rather than cutting down court 
backlogs.
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EXCLUSIVE

Satirical ‘kill list’ ignites campus
REMY VARGA

An article that joked about killing conservative students and the PM has caused tension on the 
University of Melbourne campus. 

EXCLUSIVE

ANU treaty edict defies ‘freedom’



REBECCA URBAN

The ANU is demanding all new staff undertake ‘cultural awareness’ training that endorses an indigenous 
treaty. 

EXCLUSIVE

Case against Dawson ‘overwhelming’
HEDLEY THOMAS, DAVID MURRAY

A criminal defence lawyer says the case against Chris Dawson over the suspected murder of his wife is 
“almost overwhelming”. 



Thai SEALs pumped for rescue
AMANDA HODGE

Thai navy SEALs expect to begin evacuating 12 boys and their football coach from a flooded cave in 
northern Thailand today. 

Bill burns business, dodges blame
NIKI SAVVA

Sorry seems to be the hardest word when politicians put their foot in it. 



$7bn GST top-up to win states
SIMON BENSON

The federal government will offer a $7bn cash sweetener to state and territory governments in a bid to 
secure a new GST deal. 


