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Prove teaching skills or fail course
Jessica Scott, at Brighton State School in Brisbane
yesterday, is in her first year of teaching since
graduating. Picture: Lyndon Mechielsen

Student teachers will need to prove hands-on competence in the classroom before they can graduate from next year,
as part of a game-changing assessment  designed to lift the nation’s education standards.

As experts meet today to finetune guidelines of the new test, Claire Wyatt-Smith — director of Learning Sciences
Institute Australia at Australian Catholic University which is leading one of two teaching performance assessment
projects — described it as “the biggest game-changer in teacher education in this country’’.

“We’ve had common standards. We haven’t had common evidence requirements — that’s why it’s the game-
changer,’’ Professor Wyatt-Smith said.

The process involves universities more rigorously assessing classroom readiness of beginner teachers and
demonstrating they can meet national graduate teacher standards set by the Australian Institute for Teaching and
School Leadership (AITSL). If they don’t pass, they don’t graduate.

“It will assess entry-level teachers’ overall capacity to plan, teach, assess and reflect on their practice, as well as
providing them the opportunity to demonstrate their impact on student learning,’’ Professor Wyatt-Smith said.

They will also need to show they can manage their classrooms. “It’s actually bringing the theory and the practice
together into a critical assessment. It requires a minimum of four weeks’ sustained placement in schools,’’ she said.
“It has to be — and the key word here is — authentic so it has to actually capture the practice of the pre-service
teacher in the school setting.

“This is about evidence informed teaching practice for the 21st century. This is a new step up for the profession.’’

The national focus on education has shifted from the bruising political battle over federal school funding after the
Turnbull government secured crossbench Senate support to legislate an additional $23.5 billion Gonski 2.0 package,
and returned to the debate about the best ways to improve student performance.

The release last month   of the National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy  results showing student
writing skills had slipped backwards in the past six years compounded last year’s dire  international test scores in
reading, maths and science in the Program for International Student Assessment.

Year 3 teacher Jessica Scott, who took part in a pilot trial of the new national assessment last year when she was
studying at the ACU and in classrooms with her teacher mentor, is now thriving in her first year of teaching at the
Brighton State School in Brisbane.

“The prac (teaching practice) is probably the most important part I found because it gave you the hands-on
experience that you needed,’’ Ms Scott said.

The assessment “showed you what you need to aim for to be able to join the profession’’, she added.

Education Minister Simon  Birmingham said: “To get the best outcomes for students we need the best quality
teachers in classrooms. This is the next step in our laser-like focus to ensure teachers have the right training, support
and skills for life in the classroom. We’re lifting the bar on teaching quality and that will flow through to better
outcomes for students.’’

The reforms — which flowed from the Teacher Education Ministerial Advisory Group report in 2015 — include
accrediting all teacher education courses and ensuring teaching graduates pass a literacy and numeracy test that
proves their skills are in the top 30 per cent of the adult population.

“Another key aspect of our teacher education reform agenda has been stronger graduate standards and practical
experience in the classroom,’’ Senator Birmingham told The Australian.
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“Parents and families rightly expect that when teachers start out in the classroom, not only do they have the right
subject knowledge but that they are prepared with the knowledge and skills to be successful in the classroom.’’

The assessment will also examine how well new teachers manage their classrooms. Earlier this year, analysis of
PISA results revealed Australians students continued to rank among the worst behaved in the developed world.

AITSL has commissioned two consortiums of initial teacher education providers to develop the new teaching
performance assessments. The LSIA/ACU consortium, working in partnership with the Queensland College of
Teachers, involves 13 universities. They are leading the Graduate Teacher Performance Assessment project.

Experts from the consortium are meeting in Brisbane today for the third day of talks to agree on nationally agreed
standards for the assessment guidelines. A trial is under way involving more than 2000 university teaching students.

The second consortium is led by the Melbourne Graduate School of Education at the University of Melbourne, and
includes Sydney University and the University of Western Australia.

John Ryan, director of the Queensland College of Teachers, which is part of the LSIA/ACU consortium, said the
assessments would help raise the status of teaching because parents and the public could be confident graduates had
had to meet high standards before they were admitted to the profession. Student teachers, he said, would have “to
demonstrate how they can cater for children of different abilities and then do a final evaluation and be able to justify
or prove how they have made an impact with those students so that every child succeeds and their teaching actually
has an impact on every child’’.

Australian Education Union federal president Correna Haythorpe said the organised voice of the profession was not
at the table and had not been consulted about the reforms. “We support the professional standards. We do think it is
important that graduate teachers can meet the standards and are proficient when they enter the classroom. However,
we’re very concerned that the government’s focus is at what happens at the end of initial teacher education programs
and they don’t focus on the beginning,’’ Ms Haythorpe said.

Revealed: CBA’s ‘large-scale failure’
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A review of compliance with money laundering laws has revealed large-scale failure across a host of businesses globally.
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The Employment Minister has criticised a push by the militant CFMEU to pursue a merger without a ballot of members.
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Australia’s hopes of playing in the World Cup have been rocked, as Japan gain the edge in their qualifier.
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NZ has moved to take formal action over an alleged trade breach by the Palaszczuk government’s ‘Buy Qld’ policy.

A ‘rainbow Trojan horse’
RACHEL BAXENDALE

Cory Bernardi voices his concerns on same-sex marriage, while Labor describes Matt Canavan’s comments as bizarre.

‘Waxit’ push gains key backing
ANDREW BURRELL

A controversial push within the WA Liberal Party to put secession back on the agenda has won support from the
Nationals.
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